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~SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Whole amount of assessments chargable to the 
Treasurer, including State, County, Town, Dog, 


Library, and School Tax, $2967 52 
Literary fund money, OT 96 
Savings Bank Tax, 492 23 
Rail Road _.. : 5 56 
Due from Hobart, Kendall & Co. 50 00 

Levi Gould & Son, | 10 00 


BILLS PAID SINCE APRIL Ist. 1882. 


For Support of Schools. 


Paid School District No. 1 152 78 
2 51 06 

3 212 18 

4 413 73 

4) 80 44 

6 96 33 

7 60 48 

LITERARY FUND MONEY. 

Paid School District No. 1 8 73 
3 12 01 

4 23 59 

4) + 64 

6 5 53 

Sy a . ee 3 46 
Paid State Tax, 648 00 
County Tax, 494 35 

to Trustees of Town Library, 100 00 


SUPPORT OF POOR. 

Ai W. Stickney, for board of D. J. Stickney, to 

May 27, 1882, 29 42 
A. 5. Wallace, med’l attend. on D. J. Stickney, 3 00 
W. F. Rockwood, goods furnished J. F. Harwood, 5 00 
J. M. Stickney, for board of D. J. Stickney, to 

Feb. 27, 1883, 87 75 
D. 8. Dearborn, med’] attend. on D. J. Stickney, 6 00 
H. H. Stickney, Burial Outfit for D. J. Stickney, 15 00 


3083 27 


1067 00 


oF 96 
648 OO 
494 35 
160 00 


146 17 


+ 


EXPEN SE OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


Walter: FP Rboékwood, Engine men, in full ter teres ee \ 


Apr. 1, 1882, 174 59 
Asa Seaver, services as Steward, to-Apr. 1, ?82, 10.00 
J. A. Hall, rent of Engine house, » 25:00 


Nathaniel Hobart, Engineer, and repairs on ~ 


Engine house, and cash paid out, ; 7 98 


HIGHWAY & BRIGES. 


R. G. Russell, and cash paid ‘out, | 5 25 
E.'S. Cleveland, Me NS 29 34 
W. J. French, a ae 14 50 
I. F. Lund, att i 20 97 
W.B. Rockwood, .. Goce 34 95 
F. F. Wright, te a 13 13 
N. B. Hutchinson, .. a | 13 10 


BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 
J. A. Hall, for burying 19 persons, 100 50 
; Sead pean Oe 11 50 


SERVICES OF TOWN OFFICERS. 


R. G. Russell, Selectman, 60 00 
C. S. Dunbar, +e 5D 00 
D. D. Rockwood, es 55 00 
F. D. Sargent, Supt. School Committee, 40 00 
W. F. Rockwood, Town Clerk, Teo Apa 
W.J. Smith, Town Treasurer, 20 00 


W. F. Rockwood, Collector of Taxes 1882, 55 00 
Messrs Sawtell, Daniels & Kline, Supervisors, 60 00 
‘Messrs Hall & Cory, Auditors, - 3-00 


ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


G. L. Wilber, Poll tax 1879, eyiek: A0 
S. J. Baxter, i, a 7. 1 10 
A. Farnsworth, —_—.... ‘< | 110 
C. 8. Cook, po is . VS Ha 
J. KF. Hobart, a ah 1 10 
C. V. Willoby, ce ee: 110 


Interest on the same, a Rey cy ene! 


217 57 


181 24 


112 00 


373 00 


8,74 


5 
INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


J. C. Hildreth printing Reports 1881, 17 00 
Amos Farnsworth, Sheep killed by Dogs, 25 00 
F. H. Jenness, painting Hearse, 20 00 
N. W. Colburn, housing Scraper, one year, 

ending May 1, 1882, 2 00 


D. 8. Fessendon, stone posts, and over tax in ’81, 6 64 
C. 8. Dunbar, time, horse hire and money 


paid out, 9 10 
Lot Colburn, watering place, 3 00 
EK.J. Rideout,  .. .. one year and ten mo, 5 50 
D. Hobart, repairs on street lamps, 5 00 


Russell & Rockwood, perambulating town lines, 3 00 
J. A. Hall, watering place, 15 mo. to Jan. 1, °83, 3 75 


J. A. Hall, repairs on Hearse, 1 95 
housing Hearse, 10 00 

C. P. Hall, rent for Union Hall, Library Room, 
and Merchandise, 44 35 
W. F. Rockwood, oil and trimings for lamps, 4. 95 
W.J. Smith, Blanks and Checks, 1 40 


R. G. Russell, journey to Nashua and Hollis, 5 00 
W. F. Rockwood, returning Deaths and 


Marriages to State, 7 70 
G. W. L. Hobart, repairs on Road Scraper, 1 75 
David D. Rockwood, journey to Nashua, and 

cash paid out, 3 63 
G. H. Nye, for breaking roads, 5 95 
Jeremiah Needham, watering place, 2 50 
W. F. Rockwood, discount on taxes, over and 

above interest charged, 12 56 

RECAPITULATION. 

Last Annual Assessment, ~ 2967 52 
Literary Fund, DT 96 
Savings Bank Tax, 492 23 
Rail Road Ne 5 56 
Due from Hobart, Kendall & Co. 50 00 


. Levi Gould, & Son, _ 10 00 


201 78 


3583 27 


Paid :— 

For Support of Schools, 
State Tax, 

County Tax, 

Trustees of Town Library, 
For Support of Poor, 
Fire Department, 
Highway and Bridges, 
Burial of the Dead, 
Town Officers, 
Abatements allowed, 
Incidental Expenses, 


1124 96 
648 00 
494 35 
100 00 
146 17 
217.57 
131-24 
112 00. 
373 00 

8 74 
20178 38557 81 


Leaving a balance in favor of the town of 25 46 


RUFUS G. RUSSELL, 
CHAS S. DUNBAR, 
DAVID D. ROCKWOOD. 


of 


Selectmen 
Brookline. 


AUDITOR’S REPORT. 


_ W. J. Smith, as Treasurer, in account with the town of 
Brookline, for the year ending March 1, 1883. 
Mr. Smith charges himself with cash and other effects received 


by him during the year as follows, viz:— 


Cash in Treasury at commencement of year, 


State Bonds, 
Cash rec’d Rail Road Tee 
eh Savings Bank Tax, | 
Literary Fund,. 
Interest on Bonds, 
James N. Tucker Legacy, 
of Collector Rockwood, 


due 1879, 


Mr. Smith credits himself as follows, viz :— 


Cash ig State Tax, 
County Tax, 
Trustees of Library, 
School Dis. No. 2, for 1881, 
for Schooling, 
to Order of Selectmen, 
State Bands. in Treasury, 
J. A. Hall’s Note, 
Cash in Treasury, 


Last Annual Assessment, 
Amount paid in by Collector Rockwood, 
Due from a ry: ; 


663 69 
3 600 00 
5 56 
492 23 
57 96 
216 00 
500 00 
2678 00 
26 50 


648 00 
494 35 
100 00 
80 02 

1 073 90 
1 187 50 
3 600 00 
500 00 
596 17 


2 678 00 
289 52 


8239 94 


8 239 94 
2 967 52 


2 967 52 ° 


We certify that we have examined Treasurer Smith’s and 
Collector Rockwood’s accounts and vouchers, and find them in 


all respects correct. 
® 


ALPHA A. HALL, 


ALBERT W. COREY. 


' Auditors, 


8 


Financial condition of the town of Brookline, Mar. 1, 1883. 


Cash now in Treasury, : | 556 17 

State Bonds, Ag 3 600 00 

Due gree Collestor Pas fa 289 52 
“The Toei is indebted as follows :— 

Due School Dist. No. 2, 52 06 

a heeky Special tax, 40 00 

rdere in Maver of A. 8. Wallace, 3 00 


Leaving a balance in favor of Town, of 


ALPHA A. HALL, 


4 430 cl 


cg DHE 36° _ 


95 06 


4 850 68 


ALBERT W. COREY. Auditors. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDENT OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


In submitting this annual report of our school, we have in mind 
the fact that while statistics will give the number of scholars and 
weeks of school, no figures can.fully describe the present condition 
or past progress. There is little that is startling or remarkable in 
the history of the schools this past year. A small appropriation 
of money for educational purposes, and a lack of economical ex- 
penditure, are sufficient reasons for slight results, and low esti- 
mates. During the year little change has been brought about 
either in the course of studies, or the variety of instruction. 
Attempts have been made towards a system of teaching that 
would be practical rather than conforming to any series of text 
books. Mere book teaching has been discouraged, and the prac- 
tical application of principles regarded with especial favor. The 
tendency however in our schools is to an adherance to book forms, 
and book language, so that pupils seem to have very little appre- 
ciation of the idea that what they do in Arithmatic, Grammar or 
Philosophy in the school has any particular connection with their 
father’s business, on the farm, in the work shop or store. The 
mastering of any science is not gained by learning any formula 
of words or rules of Grammar but in talking, writing, reading and 
thinking under the guidance of skilled teachers whose whole aim 
in this direction is to make the learner acquainted with the best 
expression of the principles in hand. We are satisfied that our 
teachers are on the right track in this particular, and with the 
sympathy of the parents, and the expressed wish of the authorities 
we shall see a firm advance. Of course this induces the necessity 
for well educated and practical teachers, and since it is a well 
known fact that a teachers influence is pronounced only as it is 
based upon an ability to teach that which is above and beyond 
the mere pages of the book, we should demand and accept only 
such instructors. As a whole the teachers who have conducted 
our schools during the past year, have been above the average. 
In most instances they have held the confidence of the scholars, 
. and the regard of the parents. There has been no complaint 
made to the Superintendent nor any apparent necessity for the 
use of harsh measures. In almost every instance the teachers 
and scholars have closed their terms with mutual regard, and 


10 


manifest satisfaction. By a different mode of apportioning the 
money appropriated by the town, one district has been obliged to 
close its school house and unite with its neighbor to the good 
of both. By this means the two districts have had twenty. eight 
weeks. of school, with very little additional trouble. Two other 
districts for the same reason have had only short terms, one a 
term of eleven weeks, the other a term of nine weeks and a frac- 
tion. It is certainly to be deplored that the children of out town 
should receive so little schooling, and we cannot believe that. any 
candid and honest person can examine the present arrangement 
of schools and not be convinced that the “District System” is 

suicidal to Our interests as a town, and detrimental to the prog- 
ress of education. We are convinced more strongly than ever, 
that ere there can be any great advance in the educational inter- 
ests of our community, two things must be done. First ; the 
abolition of the “School. District” system, (which does not neces- 
sarily imply. the destruction of. present school building, or the 
erection of new ones,) and the formation ofa Board of Education, 
and second ;,, forming of a system of.gradation, or clasitication. 

_ Sooner or later these two changes must be made, Economy 
in educatation Is as, mueh to be. sought after as in any department 
of human. activity. Tn, all large, towns where. pupils enough can 
be gollected together to. form a class of the same grade it has be- 
come, the custom. to arrange them under. the same teacher and 
have, them pursue | the. same, subjects simultaneously ; thus: using 
very, little more time, for a.class of twenty, than would be requir- 
ed fora class of one, There js no questioning that this is the 
better plan, The great objection to it inva community like ours 
is the sin: all number of scholars and the tendency. to.a broad range 
of topics or studies: but. this could be easily remidied. if there 
should be. a disposition to form a schol near: the. centre of the 
‘tyown, to: which, the larger scholars might come, and, whose order 
of studies. should be (lefinate and, progressive. 

The change from the. present hap-hazard - ‘method of schools, 
to one of. system could not be, brought about, ina completed form, 
in one. year, but once begun, the tendency would be toward a 
classification that in the end would give abundant satisfaction. 
As it is to- day a pupil has no; fixed time for attending school. The 
mere idea-of graduating provokes a smile. The whole system, so 
far as there.is any, is optional, studies and the curriculum: of | our 
average school, 1 ranges from, the A BC of the Primmer. elass to 
the mysteries of Algebra, and Geometry of the more advanced. 
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In order to bring about these two changes we have named, it 
will be impossible to have a school in every man’s door-yard, self 
sacrifice on the part of parents, and earnest effort by the scholars, 
must be expected. It is impossible to bring ever farm and dwell- 
ing within the same distance from the School-House, and while 
some may be benefited more than others by a different arrange- 
ment from the present, is it not economy to put our schools 
under a system where they shall best serve the purposes for which 
they were intended. A gentleman now prominently. connected 
with a business house in one of our large cities, when asked. for a 
gift to some charity in our town, replied, “No! I owe a grudge 
to Brookline, for the poor educational advantages she gave me 
when a boy.” Very different is this testamony from that of 
Hon. Charles Merriam, one of the Publishers of Webster’s Dic- 
tionary, when with the gift of a Library Building to his native 
village, remarked “I am prompted to make this gift, by a desire 
to do something for my native town, which shall be an expression 
of my gratitude for the early educational advantages it afforded 
me, and at the same eG be a permanert benefit to its citizens 
especially the young.” 

The town that most benefits the state and the country, and 
especially itself, is the town whose influence and power are felt in 
cultivated minds, and strong intellects. It is no credit to any 
town to publish. statements such as we are obliged to record 
yeara after year. 

With money at interest, and a credit that is beyond dispute, we 
are wise only for a day, when we deny our children the advantages 
that might be open to them, and the oppertunity of attaining a 
good common school education. 

Shall we not consider these things, that effect our seve\iete SO 
seriously, and with a determination to lay aside personal predu- 
dice, and selfish gain, legislate and plan, so that we shall be able 
to stand shoulder to shoulder with the towns who are in the fore- 
front in educational possibilities, even as we are now advanced in 
our material wealth. 


The Tabulated account of schools, in their membership, terms, 
roll of ponor; etc. are herewith presented. 


F. D. SARGENT, Supt. of Schools. 


ROLL OFsHONOR: 


This list represents those scholars who have neither been 
absent or tardy a half day during a term of school. 
Those marked with a * for two terms, those with a Tf for three. 


District No. 1.. 
Bell H. Kendall, —. M. Alice Pierce, * E. Lucretia Pierce, * 
Bessie M. Taylor, Clara B. Rockwood, t Mary E. Rockwood, F 
Mabel L. Edson, Katie F. Kendall, Linville M. Shattuck.’ — 


District No. 8. 
Elmina Foster, * _ Emma C, Foster, * Elva I. Shattuck, * 
Willie H. Shattuck, * Mary E. Farnsworth, Alice M. Fish, 
Alice R. Farnsworth, Eugene M. Fish. 


District No. 4. Primary Department 
Lillie G.. Ball, * Estella L. Courrier, fF Ada K. Putnam, 
Mabel I. Gould, Grace E. Hall, + _ Bertha L. Sargent, F 
Flora M. Barnes, Annie L. Coyle, * Gertie L. Hall, * 
Bertie L. Baldwin, * Eddie J. Gould, + George H. Peabody, * 
Eugene A. Rideout, fF Freddie. A. Foss, Frank D. Hall, 
Lula E. Hall. + 


District No. 4. Grammar Department. 
Emma IL. Swett, fF Bertha A. Swett, T Emma B. Kendall, | 
Alice C. Gilson, Jennie F. Gilson, ~ Florence N. Hobart, 
Cora F.-Cleveland, Mabel 8. Tucker, f Fannie M. Cox, 
Mabel'F. Randall, Wilbur S. Daniels, Theodore 8. Bridges, T 
Herbert S. Corey, * Joseph B. Swett, + James E. Peabody, * 
Eddie C. Stiles. | | 
District No. 5. 

Frank E..Gilman, Willie H. G. Whitcomb. 
: | District No. 6. 
Hattie M. Wilkins, * Herbert J. Hall, * . Fred G. Nye, * . 
Ernest W. Nye, * Charles M. Wilkens. * 


| District No. 7. 
Bertie J. Stickney. 
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